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Fourth Generation 
 
Delphine Macarty Lalaurie’s succession was opened in New Orleans’ Fifth District Court in 
January 1850. Her assets included cash, stocks, and extensive real estate holdings, but no slaves. 
The total value of her estate was $245,420, almost seven million dollars in today’s currency.  
Each of her six adult children received assets valued at $40,903, now the equivalent of over a 

million dollars.1 Borja López y Ángulo and her descendants fared very well, but this was not 
the case with Delphine’s other children, who led undistinguished or downright tragic lives and 
in some cases managed to lose the property inherited from their mother. 
 
Borja López Forstall (1805-1884) 
 Delphine’s oldest daughter Borja López y Ángulo had married the businessman Placide 

Forstall in 1821, and they were apparently not much affected by the scandal of 1834.2 They 
raised a large family in their home at the corner of Rampart and Ursulines streets. Their 
surviving children were  Céleste (b. 1823), Emma (b. 1824), Pauline (b. 1834), Laure (b. 1836), 

Anatole (b. 1838), Octave (b. 1840), Adelaide (b. 1845), Julia (b. 1846), and Delphine (b. 1848).3 

With the exception of the youngest daughter Delphine, who remained single, all of them had 
successful careers and made good marriages. Anatole and Octave were cotton brokers; Anatole  
married Rosa Gelpi and Octave married his cousin Louise Forstall. Céleste married Henry 
Rathbone, president of the Canal Bank, and Emma married Emile DeBuys, a cotton broker. The 
other Forstall girls also found well-to-do husbands--Pauline married Eugène Peychaud, a 
banker; Laure married Felix Ducros, a broker; Adelaide married Jules Lemore, a broker; Julia 
married Robert Tanney, a clerk-- but it is the Rathbone and DeBuys names that have endured in 
New Orleans’ elite society. Placide Forstall died in 1876 at age eighty. Borja survived her 
husband and died of pneumonia at her home on Rampart Street at the age of seventy-nine in 

1884.4 

 
Pauline Blanque (1809-1850), Laure Blanque (1813-1881), and Jeanne Blanque DeLassus (1814-
1900) 
 The three Blanque sisters remained in France after their mother’s death. Pauline died 

unmarried a few months after her mother in the French seaside resort of Biarritz.5 In 1833 
Jeanne Blanque had married Auguste DeHault DeLassus, son of Charles DeHault DeLassus, 
former governor of Spanish West Florida and governor of the Missouri Territory under the 
American administration. Their children were Charles (b. 1833), Paul (b. 1835), Auguste (b. 

1836), Ernest (b. 1837), Delphine (b. 1838), and Placide (b. 1839).6 In 1846 Jeanne obtained a 
separation of property from her husband. He returned to New Orleans and later settled in 



2 
 

Missouri, where he died in 1888.7 Jeanne Blanque DeLassus and her unmarried sister Laure 

Blanque shared a home in Paris and died years later, Laure in 1881 and Jeanne in 1900.8 
 
Paulin Blanque 
 Paulin Blanque had returned to New Orleans around 1847 to represent his mother’s 
interests in the lawsuit against the succession of her brother, Louis Barthélémy Macarty. Paulin 
married Amanda Andry in 1852, when he was thirty-seven and she was seventeen. They had 
two sons, Charles Macarty (“Mac”) Blanque (b. 1853) and François Placide George Blanque (b. 

1856).9 In 1858 the marriage ended in a messy separation suit in which witnesses testified that 

Paulin had called his wife a “bitch” and a “whore,” and accused her of “bringing men into his 
house...and making of it a bordello.” When reminded that he was addressing “the mother of his 
children,” he replied that she “had filled his house with bastards,” and denied being the father 

of the child that Amanda was carrying at the time.10 

 The 1860 census shows Paulin Blanque renting a room on Ursulines Street near Rampart, 
around the corner from his half-sister Borja and her husband Placide Forstall. In 1868, at age 

fifty-three, Paulin died of lung cancer at the Forstall home.11 

 After separating from her husband, Amanda Andry Blanque gradually slipped into 

poverty. The 1860 census shows her living with her young sons, Charles and George.12 In later 
years she lived in a series of rented dwellings, moving every few years. By 1882 she was listed 
in the city directory as a seamstress. Her son “Mac” Blanque owned a grocery store and appears 
to have been a respectable citizen, but his younger brother George, described as a “back-of-
town hoodlum,” was constantly in trouble with the law.  In 1882 he was charged with the 
stabbing murder of James Casey in a “house of ill fame,” and in 1883 he was arrested for 

assaulting the owner of a grocery store.13 Their mother, Amanda, age seventy-three, died in 

1913 at the Asylum of the Little Sisters of the Poor.14 
 
Jean Louis Lalaurie (1827-1883)  
 Jean Louis Lalaurie returned to New Orleans for the settlement of his mother’s 
succession. He never married or (as far as we know) fathered any children, was listed in the 

census and city directories as a broker, and lived alone in a rented room.15 In 1870 he was 

involved in a nearly fatal duel over an exchange of insults at the opera.16 Between 1866 and 
1874, Jean Louis used some of the commercial real estate inherited from his mother as security 
for various loans, shady financial schemes, and risky stock speculations; these unwise business 
decisions resulted in lawsuits by his creditors. He ultimately lost his property, which was seized 

and sold at a series of sheriff’s auctions.17 In 1883 Jean Louis Lalaurie died at age fifty-five at the 
Hotel Dieu, a hospital operated by the Daughters of Charity; the cause of death was given as 

“cerebral softening.”18 
 
Louise Macarty (1839-?)  
 Louise Macarty, the natural daughter of Louis Barthélémy Macarty with Pancine 

Gomez, remained in Paris, where she became the wife of Henri Ferdinand Berthod.19 In 1874 
she traveled to New Orleans and used a building donated to her by her father as collateral for a 

loan. She returned to France without repaying the loan, and so lost the property.20 
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The Macartys of Color 
 
In some ways the Macartys of mixed race fared better financially and had more stable families 
than the white Macartys. Most of the free women of color who had been the partners of the 
Macarty men spent their later years in comfortable economic circumstances. Their children, all 
of whom had the surname Macarty, married or formed domestic relationships and started 
families of their own. Aided by their fathers, who oversaw their education and helped establish 
them in business, several of the nonwhite Macarty men became successful entrepreneurs in 
New Orleans or Cuba. Some of the very light-complexioned members of the family eventually 
abandoned New Orleans to begin new lives as white people. The children of Emesie, Armand, 
and Gustave Macarty, all of whom had white spouses, were of only 1/16th African ancestry.  
   
Delphine Emesie Macarty (1816-1899)  
 Emesie Macarty, natural daughter of the Chevalier Louis Barthélémy de Macarty and 
the free quadroon Sophie Mousante, was Delphine Macarty Lalaurie’s half-sister. Emesie 
became the domestic partner of a white man named Benjamin Hart, a native of New York. 
While in New Orleans they had three children: Benjamin (b. 1833-d. 1836), Charles (b. 1835), 

and Marie Delphine Emesie (b. 1837).21 By the 1840s they were living in Philadelphia, where 

more children were born to the couple: Joseph (b. 1847), Alfred (b. 1850), and Laura (b. 1853). 
Emesie (now called Delphine Hart) and the children were identified as white in the census from 

1850 to 1880. After Hart’s death in 1866, Emesie became a music teacher.22 She died at age 

eighty-three in 1899.23 Her daughter Laura Hart became a teaching sister at the Convent of the 

Sacred Heart in New York City.24 

 
Armand Henry de Macarty (1813-1879) and Laurent Gustave de Macarty (1815-1888)  
 Armand and Gustave were the natural sons of Jean Baptiste Barthélémy Macarty and 

the free quadroon CéCé Carpentier. Both were  educated by their father at northern colleges.25 
Unlike the other Macartys, the two brothers and their descendants continued to use the 
surname “de Macarty” or “Demacarty.” 
 Armand lived for a time in Matanzas, Cuba, and established himself as a successful 
businessman. By 1849 he was in New York City, where he married a white New England 

women, Matilda Eaton, widow of Abraham Kintzing Post, at the Church of the Divine Unity.26 
The couple had three daughters: Henrietta (b. about 1852), Irene (b. about 1857), and Jeanetta (b. 
about 1858). In 1860 the family, all designated as white, was enumerated in the census for New 
York City; Armand was listed as a merchant owning real estate valued at $25,000 and $10,000 
worth of personal property. Armand de Macarty died in 1870, and his widow and adult 
daughters settled on Staten Island. His daughter Irene and her descendants lived there until at 

least 1940.27 A relative, writing in 1905, referred to “Count Armand de Macarty,” obviously 

under the delusion that he was a white French aristocrat.28 
 Gustave married a white Canadian woman, Elizabeth Gellie, and like his brother 

Armand, settled in New York City.29 Their children, Gustave Jr. (b. 1859), Florence (b. 1862), 
and Madeleine (b. 1870) were born there. The family was enumerated in the 1860 and 1870 
census for New York City, where Gustave Sr. is listed as the president of a life insurance 
company claiming no real estate ownership. Sometime in the early 1870s, Gustave and 
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Elizabeth decided to try their luck in the west, and are enumerated in the 1875 census for 
Chisago, Wyoming Territory. By 1880 Elizabeth had died, and Gustave, listed as a retired 
merchant, was living with his children on Staten Island, also the home of his brother’s widow. 

All were designated as white.30 Gustave died in 1888 in Durham, Middlesex County, 
Connecticut. His son, Gustave Jr., with his wife Hermione and their children Gustave (b. 1887), 
Florence (b. 1889), Herman (b. 1894), Adolph (b. 1897), Paul (b. 1900), and Eugene (b. 1904), 

lived in Connecticut until at least 1940.31 
 
Céleste Macarty (about 1797-1866), Drauzin Macarty (1806-1870), and Adele Macarty (1809-?)  
 The five natural children of Jean Baptiste Barthélémy Macarty and the free quadroon 
Henriette Prieto remained in New Orleans. They kept their biracial identity even though, like 
their half-brothers Armand and Gustave, they had only 1/16th African ancestry. Dorsin and 

Lucine died as young adults in May 1833.32 Henriette Prieto and her other children continued to 
own and occupy a row of three handsome Creole cottages on Burgundy Street between 
Toulouse and St. Louis. Drauzin  married the free woman of color Louise Anne Courcelle, 
daughter of Leon Courcelle and Adelaide Vivant; their children were Laure Louise (b. 1838), 

Amelie Leonide (b. 1840), and Clovis Henry (b. 1850).33 Drauzin became a successful real estate 
dealer, commodity broker, and merchant of “fancy dry-goods.” When he died in 1870, he was 

among the wealthiest men of color in the city.34 Céleste lived with her mother in the family 

home on Burgundy Street. Henriette Prieto died there in 1860 and Céleste died in 1866.35 Adele 

Macarty became the domestic partner of William DeBuys, a white man, and with him had two 

children, William (b. about 1842) and Lucine (b. about 1847).36 The family line was carried into 
the twentieth century through the descendants of Drauzin Macarty’s daughter Laure Louise 

and her husband Hubert St. Amand.37 
 
Emelitte Macarty (1794-before 1845), Isidore Barthélémy Macarty (1797-before 1854), Bernard 
Théodule Macarty (1804-1854), Pierre Villarceaux Macarty (1808-1878), and Eugène Macarty 
Jr. (1815-1866)  
 In his 1845 will, Eugène Macarty specified that $300 was to be divided between “the 
natural children that I have with Eulalie Mandeville”: Isidore Barthélémy, Bernard Théodule, 
Pierre Villarceaux, Eugène Jr., and the children of his deceased daughter Emelitte. Théophile 
and Eulalie had already predeceased their father, leaving no offspring. Eugène Macarty’s will 

does not mention his other children with Totote Destrés and Helöise Croy.38 After Eugène’s 
death, the white Macartys challenged his succession in court. He had left only a small estate, 
most of which would go to these same relatives. He left no bequest to Eulalie Mandeville, but 
the family claimed that she possessed a fortune in cash, real estate, and slaves, and that Eugène 
had put all of his assets in Eulalie’s name to defraud his legal heirs. The judge ruled against the 
family, commenting that fraud on the part of Eugène and Eulalie could not be proven, and that 
“No doubt parental love, the strongest tie on earth, suggested to both of them that their own 
children were better entitled to inherit the proceeds of their labor than collateral heirs for whom 
they felt little or no regard.” In 1848, the year that Eulalie died, the claimants lost their appeal 

before the Louisiana Supreme Court.39 
 The surviving natural children of Eugène Macarty and Eulalie Mandeville were, like 
their biracial Macarty cousins, successful people. Eugène and Eulalie’s eldest daughter Emelitte 
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married Etienne Cheri-Rigaud in Santiago de Cuba and with him had two children, Isabel and 
Eugène Rigaud. Isidore Barthélémy was also a merchant in Santiago de Cuba, where he married 
Maria Josepha Tabony. Their children were Oscar, Ernest, Isidore Barthélémy Albert Albin, 
Gustave, Julia Josepha Erminia, and Marie Dolores Macarty. The other three sons of Eugène 
Macarty and Eulalie Mandeville-- Théodule, Pierre Villarceaux, and Eugène Jr.--were engaged 
in real estate and commodity trading in New Orleans. The 1850 census shows the three brothers 

sharing a bachelor household with real estate valued at $28,000.40 

 Theodule died at age fifty on December 13, 1854, in Bloomingdale, Essex County, New 

York.41 Eugène Jr. was also away from New Orleans when he died in Pensacola, Florida, at age 

fifty-one on May 10, 1866.42 Pierre Villarceaux was the last surviving member of the family. He 
died in Paris at age sixty-six on July 14, 1878. All of their accumulated wealth had devolved 
upon Pierre Villarceaux, and his estate, consisting of cash, promissory notes, stock, and real 
estate, was worth $304,571, almost $7 million in today’s currency. His far-flung heirs were his  
nephews, nieces, and grand-nieces. Isidore Barthélémy Albert Albin Macarty and Julia Josepha 
Herminia Macarty (wife of Paul Claude Depuy) of Bordeaux, France, were the children of his 
late brother Isidore Barthélémy.  Marcelina Ernestine and Maria Josepha Videy of Santiago de 
Cuba were the granddaughters of Isidore Barthélémy, children of Barthélémy’s deceased 
daughter  Marie Dolores Macarty (wife of Pierre Ernest Videy). Isabel Rigaud (wife of Edwardo 
de Phelps) of Seville, Spain, was the daughter of Pierre Villarceaux’s late sister Emelitte 

Macarty.43 
 
Eugène Victor Macarty (about 1817-1881) 
 Eugène Victor Macarty (also referred to as Victor Eugène), natural son of Eugène 
Macarty and the free woman of color Helöise Croy, studied music at the Imperial Conservatoire 
in Paris. Upon returning to New Orleans, he became a music teacher, composer, and performer, 
described on the cover of his published sheet music as “the pianist for the fashionable soirées of 

New Orleans.”44 He was married first to Louise Galland (1820-1855), then to Lucie Elizabeth 

Lee (d. 1874), and later cohabited with Rosalie Hugon (d. 1915).45 His children with Louise 
Galland were Victoria (b. 1846), Victor Eugène (birth date unknown) and Marie Regina (b. 
about 1855), all of whom died young; his children with Lucie Lee were Antoine Gustave (b. 
about 1846), Joseph Albert (b. about 1851), and Corella (b. 1860); his children with Rosalie 

Hugon were Rose (born about 1860), Emile (b. about 1861), and Henri (b. about 1866).46 
 Reacting to the Jim Crow racism that erupted during and after Reconstruction, Eugène 
Victor Macarty become involved in politics. He was a member of the Radical Republican Club 
composed of upper-class men of color who sought to achieve the same rights and privileges as 
white citizens. He held various positions in New Orleans city government, and from 1870 to 
1872 he served in the Louisiana House of Representatives as the delegate from the 6th Ward of 

Orleans Parish.47 He died at the home of his son Gustave in 1881.48 
Philonise Macarty (dates unknown), Bridgette Macarty (dates unknown), Josephine Macarty 
(1792-1867), and Patricio Macarty (1799-?) 
 Unlike his Macarty kinsmen, Augustin François Macarty, former mayor of New Orleans, 
never publically  acknowledged any of his biracial natural children: Philonise, daughter of 
Sanitté Rivére; Bridgette and Josephine, daughters of Victoria Wiltz; and Patricio, son of Céleste 
Perrault. I found no further information about Philonise, but Augustin Macarty did maintain 
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contact with his daughters Bridgette, Josephine, Josephine’s Spanish domestic partner Francisco 
Tio, and their children. For many years Augustin shared a home with Céleste Perrault and their 
son Patricio. Patricio later left New Orleans and established a general store in Pensacola, for 

which his father served as purchasing agent.49 

 Augustin Macarty died at age seventy in 1844.50 In his will filed on October 18, 1844, he 
named Francisco Tio as his testamentary executor and universal legatee and made bequests to 

Céleste Perrault and Patricio Macarty without explaining his relationship to them.51 Three years 
later, his distant relatives Marie Louise Badillo and Sylvester Chauvin came forward claiming to 
be his sole legal heirs, despite the fact that he was “completely estranged from [his relations], 
and disclosed a strong desire...to convince them that he was poor and that they had nothing to 
expect from him.” The plaintiffs brought suit against Francisco Tio as an “interposed person,” 
appointed by Macarty to transfer money, real estate, and slaves to Céleste Perrault and his 
natural son Patricio Macarty, and to Tio’s natural daughters with Josephine Macarty, Bridgette 
and Josephine Tio. Macarty had attempted to circumvent the law, when, had he openly 
acknowledged his children, he could have provided for them and still left two-thirds of his 
estate to his relatives as required by law. In 1851 the Supreme Court ruled that the estate, 
including “real estate, slaves, and the rents and wages thereof,” must be restored to the “legal” 

heirs, Badillo and Chauvin.52 

 
I found many other as-yet-unidentified Macartys listed in New Orleans’ nineteenth-century city 
directories, the Catholic sacramental records; civil birth, marriage, and death records, notarial 
acts, and the U.S. census. Some of the white Macartys might have immigrated to New Orleans 
directly from Ireland and been unrelated to this Macarty family. Some of the nonwhite 
Macartys might be slaves and the descendants of slaves who were freed by “our” Macartys and 
retained the surname. And some are undoubtedly descendants of Jean Jacques and Barthélémy 
Daniel Macarty whom I have not yet identified. Special thanks to John Ellis, descended from the 
white Macartys through the Forstall-Rathbone-DeBuys line, and to Sonja MacCarthy, descended 
from the Macartys of color through her famous ancestor Eugène Victor Macarty. Both were 
extremely generous in sharing their information.  I hope this article will prove useful to other 
researchers who will carry on this work and turn up additional living Macarty descendants in 
Louisiana and elsewhere. 
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Fifth District Court, microfilm, New Orleans Public Library (hereafter NOPL). 
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